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Third Sunday of Advent - Year A
Prepare the Way of the Lord ... Rejoice!

Dec 14th 2025

MASS TIMES
Parish Priest Rev. Kevin Foulkes Saturday 6.00 pm  Our Lady’s
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road Sunday 9.30 am Our Lady’s
Aspull 11.15am Holy Family
Wigan WN2 1YA Monday 9.15am Our Lady’s
Telephone 01942 516732 Tuesday 9.15am Holy Family
Wednesday 9.15am Our Lady’s
www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk Thursday 9.15am Holy Family
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk Friday 9.15am Our Lady’s
Saturday 11.00am Our Lady’s

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 11.30-12noon Our Lady’s Church

SERVICES LIVE-STREAM & ONLINE

Sunday Masses from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ live from 9.30am.

The recording is also available via the Parish WhatsApp group from about 10.30am.

Response to the Psalm: Come, Lord, and save us.

Alleluia, Alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has sent me to

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia!

proclaim good news to the poor.

THOUGHTS
From the Source Book for Sundays and
Seasons

This Third Sunday of Advent John the Baptist
continues his central role as the prophetic
figure whose life and ministry points the way
to Jesus. The optional rose vestments and
rose coloured candle on the wreath announce
that the season of waiting nears its end.

This is one of the Sundays that used to be
identified by the first Latin words of its
Entrance antiphon, and hence, the first words
of the day’s Mass. Some people still call it
Gaudete Sunday.

The Third Sunday of this season has always
carried a feeling of joy; our wait is half over.
We sense more strongly the coming of our
salvation personified in the coming of the
Saviour Jesus.

Today’s First Reading, from the prophet
Isaiah, captures the joy of this day. It
prophesies a day when the desert will
blossom, the weak will be strong, the blind
shall see, the deaf shall hear, the lame shall
leap and the mute shall sing. Through his
ministry Jesus has fulfilled these dreams.

In the Gospel Reading for today John the
Baptist returns. The Second Sunday
introduced John as the one who prepared the
way for Jesus. The Third Sunday now tells
us of John’s imprisonment and doubt. He
sends word to Jesus with his disciples, “Are
you the one who is to come?” Jesus says
that they should tell John what they see and
hear: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised
and the poor receive the Gospel!

PARISH NOTICES

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED

Up to Wednesday 10th December include:
Anne and Tony Loftus (Wedding
Anniversary), Frank Moran (anniversary),

Gillian Simpson (anniversary), Fr Ambrose
Lambert (anniversary), Roderick Simpson
(anniversary), Elizabeth Thompson (sick) and
Jane Oakes (lately dead).



http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk
http://www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk

FUNERAL MASS

For the late Shirley Martin of Blackrod will be
celebrated in Our Lady’s Church, Friday 2nd
January 12 noon prior to interment at
Blackrod Cemetery, 1.30pm. R.I.P.

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY

1. To lan Oakes of Aspull and Louise and her
family on the death of his wife, Jane, in
Wigan Infirmary on 6th December. R.I.P.

2. To the relatives and colleagues of Tony
Hilton of Whelley, Wigan, a former teacher,
historian and author and recipient of a
Papal Knighthood through the auspices of
the Diocese of Salford. R.I.P.

3. To Margaret and family on the death of her
husband Michael Harkin, formerly of St
Andrew’s, Blackrod. His Funeral Mass was
at St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Bolton
Tuesday 9th December. R.1.P.

SCHOOL MASSES

Thursday 18th December, 9.30am in Holy
Family School and 11.00am in Our Lady’s
School. (no 9.15am Mass)

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

Join us for a Service of Readings and Carols
in preparation for the great Solemnity of the
Nativity of Our Lord, today Sunday 14th
December at 4pm in St Mary’s Church,
Mulberry Street, Manchester (the Hidden
Gem) M2 6LN

DECEMBER DATES FOR THE DIARIES
Blessing of the Outdoor Crib at Our Lady’s
with carols followed by light refreshments and
mulled wine, tomorrow Monday 15th
December, 6.00pm

Christmas Mass times as usual

Christmas Eve, Wednesday Dec 24th 6.00pm
Our Lady’s

Christmas Day, Thursday Dec 25th 9.30am
Our Lady’s and 11.15am Holy Family.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEANING
Volunteers are encouraged to join the regular
teams in both churches to prepare them for
Christmas. Our Lady’s will be Friday 19th
December after the morning Mass and Holy
Family Monday 22nd December 10.00am.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

We have received greetings and good wishes
and a donation to Parish Funds at Our Lady’s
from Thea and Jim Billington, formerly of the
Parish, now of the Isle of Man.

OUR CHRISMAS GOOD WISHES

To the Rev Monsignor Canon Michael
Quinlan, retired Parish Priest of Our Lady’s
now in lIreland. We wish him well. 1
Knockanacuig Place, Ballyrickard, Tralee,
County Kerry, V92 XCH2.

DONATIONS WELCOME

For the decoration of both our churches. For
Our Lady’s, donations are welcomed for
poinsettias to decorate the church. A list will
be on display for donors and family intentions.
Memory Stars will be available to purchase at
Holy Family Masses throughout Advent. All
proceeds will be used to pay for floral
decorations in church over the Christmas
season.

200 CLUB - DECEMBER 2025 WINNERS

1st prize £50 No 39 Lavelle
2nd prize £30 No 86 Oliver
3rd prize £20 No 65 Taylor

Christmas draw £100 No 55 E. Riley

Many thanks to everyone who supported the
200 Club this year. You have raised £640 for
Parish Funds. This is much appreciated.

The 200 Club will recommence in March next
year.

SENTIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday January 3rd 2pm to 5pm in Holy
Family Parish Centre. Tickets available from
Margaret Adams or Pat McKay.

FAMILY FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS TRAIL
Organised by Aspull Churches Together,
today Sunday 14th December, 2pm to 4pm.
The Trail starts at Aspull Library. Crafts,
refreshments and mulled wine.

Fun for all the family.

THE BRICK
Many thanks for your continued and generous
support of the Brick.

Let us not forget them as we enter the
Christmas Season.

The Brick continues to need the following food
items: breakfast cereals, pasta, rice, pasta
sauces, tea, biscuits and tinned meats.

Every good wish and blessing.

Al < RN



