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MASS TIMES

Saturday 6.00 pm  Our Lady’s
Sunday 9.30 am Our Lady’s

11.15am Holy Family
Monday 9.15am Our Lady’s
Tuesday 9.15am Holy Family
Wednesday 9.15am Our Lady’s
Thursday 9.15am Holy Family
Friday 9.15am Our Lady’s
Saturday 11.00am Our Lady’s

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 11.30-12noon Our Lady’s Church

SERVICES LIVE-STREAM & ONLINE

Sunday Masses from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ live from 9.30am.
The recording is also available via the Parish WhatsApp group from about 10.30am.

Response to the Psalm:

ever.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia!

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for

Alleluia, Alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.

CALENDAR - SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Dec 8" — Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception: Our Patronal Feast Day. A long
-cherished doctrine of the Church, solemnly
defined in 1854: that Mary conceived through
the natural, physical married love of her
parents (tradition gives them the names,
Joachim and Anne) was uniquely preserved
from Original Sin, through the merits of her
Divine Son’s Death and Resurrection (The
Paschal Mystery). A wonderful Dogma not to
be confused with the Virginal Conception of
Jesus.

Dec 9" — St Juan Diego (Cuauhtlatoatzin):
the visionary in 1531 of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Mexico City. Canonised in 1990
by Pope John Paul Il on his second Pastoral
visit to Mexico.

Dec 11" — St Damasus I: born in Spain, he
became Pope in 366 and encouraged
devotion to the Roman martyrs, writing
splendid verses to adorn their resting places.
He died in 384.

Dec 12" - Our Lady of Guadalupe: The
Blessed Virgin appeared to St Juan Diego on
the mountain of Tepeyac in what is now
Mexico in 1531, miraculously leaving her
image on his cloak which is still venerated
today. Through St Juan Diego the Blessed
Virgin calls all people to the love of Christ.

Dec 13" — St Lucy: a Sicilian martyr who
died in the persecution of the Emperor
Diocletian; she is an example of innocence
and faithfulness, and her cult was very
popular in the early Church.

THOUGHTS
From the Society of St Gregory

On the Sundays of Advent, the First Readings
are prophecies about what the Coming
Messiah will bring: last week Isaiah described
a scene of peace and righteousness; this
week he describes justice, wisdom, non-

violence brought by the descendant of Jesse
on whom the Spirit rests. This one will bring
justice for the poor and downtrodden,
obliterating the usual systems and creating a
glorious resting place where the knowledge
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and presence of the Lord will lift the burden of
danger from all creation.

In the Letter to the Romans, St Paul
encourages his hearers to endurance and
hope and also to welcoming people from
outside their own community, both Jews and
Gentiles. We might wonder what this has to
do with Advent, but it sets out that the
meaning of the mercy of God is for everyone,
singing with a single voice, and brings the
promise of peace within the reach of every
age.

In Matthew’s Gospel we get a vivid picture of

John the Baptist, his appearance, his
Baptising people in the Jordan and his angry
calling out of the Pharisees when they come
to see what he is up to.

John’s task is to prepare the way for the
appearance and the ministry of Jesus and he
lays into the Pharisees with a description of
Jesus which seems at odds with the King in
the Psalm and the scene described by Isaiah,
but well in character with the image of Christ
as judge associated with the end of time. The
one who is come to bring peace, yes, but
judgement as well.

PARISH NOTICES

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED

Up to Wednesday 3rd December include:
Sarah Edmunds (anniversary), Harold Pike
(anniversary), Winifred Whimsey
(anniversary), Walter Scott (senior), Mr & Mrs
J. Rowson, Mr & Mrs E. T. Rowson, Mr & Mrs
M. Harrison, Mr & Mrs Gilgannon, Mr & Mrs J.
Forster, Mrs Kerry Cox.

FUNERAL MASS

in Our Lady’s Friday 12th December at
10.30am for the late Maria Stella Hewitt, late
of Aspull, prior to cremation at Wigan
Crematorium at 12 noon.

R.I.P. (no 9.15am Mass)

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY
To the relatives of the late Shirley Martin of
Blackrod. Funeral Mass to be arranged.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Anne and Tony Loftus who celebrate their
40th  (Ruby) Wedding Anniversary this
Sunday 7th December.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
To Joe Lyons of Holy Family Parish who is
celebrating his 80th birthday this week.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
To lan Oakes of Aspull who will receive a
Scroll to celebrate his forty years membership
of the Catholic Men’s Society, the Catenian
Association (Wigan). To be presented at a
lunch at Hindley Hall Golf Club this coming
Wednesday.

JOB REFERENCES

Fr Kevin would appreciate that if you require
a Reference from him, you would please ask
him beforehand.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

Join us for a Service of Readings and Carols
in preparation for the great Solemnity of the
Nativity of Our Lord, Sunday 14th December
at 4pm in St Mary’s Church, Mulberry Street,
Manchester (the Hidden Gem) M2 6LN

DECEMBER DATES FOR THE DIARIES

Blessing of the Outdoor Crib at Our Lady’s
with Carols followed by light refreshments and
mulled wine, Monday 15th December, 6.00pm

Christmas Mass times as usual:

Christmas Eve, Wednesday Dec 24th 6.00pm
Our Lady’s

Christmas Day, Thursday Dec 25th 9.30am
Our Lady’s and 11.15am Holy Family.

Carols around the Tree

1. New Springs Tuesday 9th December
7.00pm. Opposite the Crown Hotel.

2. Aspull Thursday 11th December 7.00pm.

FAMILY FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS TRAIL
Organised by Aspull Churches Together,
Sunday 14th December, 2pm to 4pm. The
Trail starts at Aspull Library. Crafts,
refreshments and mulled wine.

Fun for all the family.

THE BRICK
Many thanks for your continued and generous
support of the Brick.

Let us not forget them as we enter the
Christmas Season.

Every good wish and blessing.
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